*Maxims* 

1. **Actions speak louder than words.**  
   Meaning: What people do is more important than what they say.  
   - She promised to help, but her actions speak louder than words; she hasn’t shown up.  
   - Politicians often make grand promises, but actions speak louder than words.

2. **A penny saved is a penny earned.**  
   Meaning: Saving money is just as valuable as earning it.  
   - If you stop buying coffee every morning, a penny saved is a penny earned.  
   - She realized that a penny saved is a penny earned and started budgeting her expenses.

3. **All that glitters is not gold.**  
   Meaning: Not everything that looks valuable is actually so.  
   - The expensive car looked impressive, but all that glitters is not gold; it had many hidden problems.  
   - She learned that all that glitters is not gold when she found out the dress was poorly made.

4. **Better late than never.**  
   Meaning: It’s better to do something late than not do it at all.  
   - He finally apologized, and I thought better late than never.  
   - Completing the project now is better late than never.

5. **Beggars can't be choosers.**  
   Meaning: Those in need cannot be selective.  
   - When the charity offered me clothes, I reminded myself that beggars can’t be choosers.  
   - He didn’t like the job offer, but beggars can’t be choosers.

6. **Birds of a feather flock together.**  
   Meaning: People with similar interests tend to associate with each other.  
   - You’ll find that artists often gather; birds of a feather flock together.  
   - In school, you see how birds of a feather flock together during clubs and activities.

7. **Cleanliness is next to godliness.**  
   Meaning: Being clean is a virtue.  
   - She always keeps her house spotless; cleanliness is next to godliness, after all.  
   - He believes that cleanliness is next to godliness and makes sure to tidy up before guests arrive.

8. **Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.**  
   Meaning: Don’t assume success before it happens.  
   - I’m excited about the job offer, but I won’t count my chickens before they hatch.  
   - She was thrilled about her interview, but she knew not to count her chickens before they hatch.

9. **Don't put all your eggs in one basket.**  
   Meaning: Don’t risk everything on a single venture.  
   - He invested in several stocks because he knows not to put all his eggs in one basket.  
   - She diversified her savings; after all, don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

10. **Easier said than done.**  
   Meaning: It’s easier to talk about something than to actually do it.  
   - Quitting smoking is easier said than done.  
   - She thinks starting a business is simple, but it’s easier said than done.

11. **Every cloud has a silver lining.**  
   Meaning: There’s something good in every bad situation.  
   - Losing my job was tough, but every cloud has a silver lining; I found a better one.  
   - She reminded herself that every cloud has a silver lining after her breakup.

12. **Familiarity breeds contempt.**  
   Meaning: Too much familiarity can lead to a lack of respect.  
   - They were once best friends, but familiarity breeds contempt, and now they argue constantly.  
   - In their case, familiarity breeds contempt, as they took each other for granted.

13. **Good things come to those who wait.**  
   Meaning: Patience is often rewarded.  
   - He waited patiently for the promotion; good things come to those who wait.  
   - She believes that good things come to those who wait, so she’s not rushing into decisions.

14. **Honesty is the best policy.**  
   Meaning: Being truthful is the most effective approach.  
   - He decided to tell the truth about the mistake; honesty is the best policy.  
   - She always reminds her children that honesty is the best policy.

15. **If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.**  
   Meaning: Don’t change something that works well.  
   - The system has been running smoothly; if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.  
   - He prefers to stick with the current method; if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.

16. **If you can't beat them, join them.**  
   Meaning: If you can't succeed against someone, it’s better to become part of their group.  
   - I realized I wasn’t going to change their minds, so I thought, if you can't beat them, join them.  
   - She decided to support the project instead of opposing it; if you can't beat them, join them.

17. **Jack of all trades, master of none.**  
   Meaning: A person who is skilled in many areas may not be an expert in any.  
   - He knows a bit about everything, but he’s a jack of all trades, master of none.  
   - While versatile, she sometimes feels like a jack of all trades, master of none.

18. **Knowledge is power.**  
   Meaning: Having information gives one an advantage.  
   - He studied hard because he believes knowledge is power.  
   - She often says that knowledge is power, urging her kids to read more.

19. **Laughter is the best medicine.**  
   Meaning: Humor can improve one’s mood and well-being.  
   - After a tough day, they watched a comedy; laughter is the best medicine.  
   - She believes that laughter is the best medicine during challenging times.

20. **Look before you leap.**  
   Meaning: Think carefully before acting.  
   - He regretted his impulsive decision; he should have looked before he leaped.  
   - She reminded her friend to look before he leaped into a new relationship.

21. **Money doesn’t grow on trees.**  
   Meaning: Money is a limited resource.  
   - She often tells her kids that money doesn’t grow on trees when they ask for expensive toys.  
   - He learned the hard way that money doesn’t grow on trees after overspending.

22. **No pain, no gain.**  
   Meaning: You must endure hardship to achieve something worthwhile.  
   - She pushed herself at the gym, believing that no pain, no gain.  
   - He accepted the challenging project, knowing that no pain, no gain leads to success.

23. **Practice makes perfect.**  
   Meaning: Repeated practice leads to improvement.  
   - She plays the piano daily; practice makes perfect.  
   - He knows that practice makes perfect, so he spends hours honing his skills.

24. **The early bird catches the worm.**  
   Meaning: Those who start early have an advantage.  
   - She always wakes up at dawn to study; the early bird catches the worm.  
   - He applied for the job first, believing the early bird catches the worm.

25. **Time heals all wounds.**  
   Meaning: Emotional pain lessens over time.  
   - After the breakup, she was heartbroken, but time heals all wounds.  
   - He knew that time heals all wounds and gave himself space to grieve.

26. **Two heads are better than one.**  
   Meaning: Collaboration leads to better outcomes.  
   - They solved the problem together; two heads are better than one.  
   - In brainstorming sessions, she believes that two heads are better than one.

27. **You can’t judge a book by its cover.**  
   Meaning: Don’t judge something based solely on appearance.  
   - The restaurant looked small, but you can’t judge a book by its cover; the food was amazing.  
   - He learned that you can’t judge a book by its cover when he met his shy neighbor.

28. **What goes around comes around.**  
   Meaning: Good or bad actions will eventually return to you.  
   - She always helps others, believing that what goes around comes around.  
   - After his dishonest dealings, he was wary; he knew what goes around comes around.

29. **Where there’s a will, there’s a way.**  
   Meaning: Determination can overcome obstacles.  
   - She faced many challenges, but where there’s a will, there’s a way.  
   - He was determined to succeed, reminding himself that where there’s a will, there’s a way.

30. **You can’t have your cake and eat it too.**  
   Meaning: You cannot enjoy both of two desirable but mutually exclusive options.  
   - He wanted to save money and still go on vacation; he learned you can’t have your cake and eat it too.  
   - She wished to enjoy her freedom while being in a serious relationship; she realized you can’t have your cake and eat it too.
